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Update on estimate of 
total preventable 

health impacts linked 
to environments 











How the burden of unhealthy 
environments can be reduced 

to protect health? 



Focusing on primary prevention 

Source: WHO GHO, OECD , UK NHS, EIU, PHE Estimates 

Expenditure on 
Prevention and 
Public Health 

Services 
accounted for an 

estimated 3.6% of 
total health 

expenditures 
worldwide in 2013 



Systematically considering health in all 
sectors 



The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development 

• A plan of action agreed by Member 
States 

 

• The SDGs are "unprecedented in scope 
and significance" 
– cover the economic, environmental and social 

pillars of sustainable development, as well as 
peace and security 

 

• The SDGs are about "Leaving no one 
behind" 
– strong focus on equity, addressing the needs 

of disadvantaged populations wherever they 
may live 



Creating healthy environments to 
support SDGs achievement 



3.4 By 2030, reduce by one third premature 

mortality from non-communicable disease 

through prevention and treatment and 

promote mental health and well-being 

3.9 By 2030, to substantially reduce the 

number of deaths and illnesses from 

hazardous chemicals and air, water and 

soil pollution and contamination 

Ensure healthy lives and promote well-

being for all at all ages 



6.2 By 2030, achieve access to adequate and 

equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end 

open defecation, paying special attention to the 

needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable 

situations 

6.3 By 2030, to improve water quality by reducing 

pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing 

release of hazardous chemicals and materials, 

halving the proportion of untreated wastewater 

and substantially increasing recycling and safe 

reuse globally 

Ensure availability and sustainable 

management of water and sanitation for all 

361 000 preventable child deaths from diarrhoea each year 



7.1 By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, 
reliable and modern energy services 

Ensure access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable, and modern energy for all 

Over 170 000 under five child deaths due to 
ambient air pollution per year  
 
500 000 under five child deaths to household air 
pollution 



11.1 By 2030, ensure access for all to 

adequate, safe and affordable housing and 

basic services and upgrade slums 

11.7 By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita 

environmental impact of cities, including by 

paying special attention to air quality, 

municipal and other waste management 

Make cities and human settlements 

inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 

Safe roads, buildings and public spaces can prevent injury 
and encourage healthy activity among the young. 



12.4 By 2020, to achieve the environmentally 

sound management of chemicals and all 

wastes throughout their life cycle, in 

accordance with agreed international 

frameworks, and significantly reduce their 

release to air, water and soil in order to 

minimize their adverse impacts on human 

health and the environment 

Ensure sustainable consumption and 

production patterns 

Childhood lead exposure contributes to about  600 000 
new cases of intellectual disability every year 



• Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead 
Paint  

• Aims to eliminate lead in all paint,  
with particular attention to 
decorative paint 

• Goal is to prevent children’s exposure 
to lead via paints and to minimize 
occupational exposures to lead in 
paint 

• Target: all countries will have legally-
binding controls on lead paint by 
2020 

 

 

 

 

• As of March: at least 68 
countries do not have legally-
binding controls 

Example: Lead – time to act NOW  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Also contributes to:  

• 50% of child deaths from 
pneumonia 

 

• Other cancers, Asthma 
(ozone), Cataracts, Adverse 
pregnancy outcomes, TB  

Example: Air pollution causes huge non-
communicable disease burden 



Promoting 
assessment of 
health impacts 
of projects and 

policies 





as a driver for sustainable 
development 

 


