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Second Geneva Conference on Person-centered Medicine: Summary Report 

 
The Second Geneva Conference on Person-centered Medicine in May 2009 followed the inaugural Geneva 
Conference of May 2008, both as landmarks in a process of building an initiative on medicine for the person 
through collaboration of major global medical and health organizations and a growing group of committed 
individuals. 
 
The Conference took place on May 28 and 29, 2009 under the auspices of the University of Geneva Medical 
School and the University Hospitals of Geneva organized by the World Medical Association (WMA), the World 
Organization of Family Doctors (Wonca), and the International Network for Person-centered Medicine, in 
collaboration with the Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences (CIOMS), the World 
Federation for Mental Health (WFMH), the World Federation of Neurology (WFN), the World Association for 
Sexual Health (WAS), the International Association of Medical Colleges (IAOMC), the World Federation for 
Medical Education (WFME),  the International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW), the International Council 
of Nurses (ICN), the European Federation of Associations of Families of People with Mental Illness (EUFAMI), 
the International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations (IAPO), and the Paul Tournier Association. The editor-in-
chief of the World Medical Journal was in attendance and invited the preparation of this report. 

Logos of the institutions collaborating on the organization of the Second Geneva Conference on Person-centered Medicine (SGCPCM). 
 
The Conference had as purposes to examine and discuss key concepts of person-centered medicine and practical 
approaches for its implementation, to elicit useful initiatives on person-centered medicine, and to engage 
international medical and health organizations on the Conference's theme. 
   
The Conference Core Organizing Committee was composed of J.E. Mezzich (World Psychiatric Association 
President 2005-2008), J. Snaedal (World Medical Association President 2007-2008), C. Van Weel (World 
Organization of Family Doctors President 2007-2010), and I. Heath (World Organization of Family Doctors 
Executive Committee Member at Large). The Conference Secretariat was based at the International Center for 
Mental Health, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, Fifth Ave & 100th Street, Box 1093, New York, New York 
10029-6574, USA. 
 
Financial or in-kind support for the Conference was provided by the University of Geneva, the Paul Tournier 
Association of Geneva, Person-centered Medicine & Psychiatry Programs, Conference registration fees, and the 
International Network for Person-centered Medicine.  
 
The Conference was opened by the Rector of the University of Geneva and the Vice-Dean of its Medical School, 
as well as by the members of the Conference Core Organizing Committee. All remarked on the tradition that was 
emerging engaging Geneva as encounter point for the development of person-centered medicine.  
 
The first scientific session involved presentations of  leaders and representatives of the International Alliance of 
Patients' Organizations, the International Network for Person-centered Medicine, the World Health Organization, 
the World Medical Association, the World Organization of Family Doctors, the Council of International 
Organizations of Medical Sciences, and the International Council of Nurses. The presentation of policy 
statements and relevant institutional programs reflected the value ascribed by these organizations to person-
centered medicine. Details on the presentations made in this session and the following sessions can be found in 
the abstracts presented at the SGCPCM Report at www.personcenteredmedicine.org. 

From: World Medical Journal 55: 100‐101, 2009.
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Proposals for future conferences included to build bridges to the various specialties in medicine, the participation 
of different patient groups, and the inclusion of representatives of additional health disciplines. Emphasis was 
made on consolidating the ideas from the first two conferences, and to use that for further work to enhance 
person-centered medicine. 
 
Anticipated next steps include the following:  
 
• Completion of a joint editorial to be published in a wide circulation international journal. 
• Preparation of a Second Geneva Conference Summary Report 
• Publication of a monograph containing the papers presented at the Second Geneva Conference. 
• Collaboration with WHO on Person-centered Medicine topics related to the 2009 World Health Assembly 

Resolutions. 
• Organization of scientific events relevant to person-centered medicine, such as a prospective New York 

Conference on Well-Being and Person in Medicine and Health. 
• Organization of a Third Geneva Conference on Person Centered-Medicine in early May 2010, prospectively 

focused on a team approach across specialties and disciplines. 
• Establishment of a clearinghouse of Person-centered Medicine documents. 
• Upgrading an internet platform to support our archival, informational, communicational, and programmatic 

needs. 
• Development of an International Network for Person-centered Medicine to stimulate the above activities and 

to organize initiatives on conceptual and ethical bases, diagnosis, clinical care, training, research, health 
systems, and public policies. 
 

The Second Geneva Conference was distinctly perceived by its participants as a stimulating success in terms of 
food for thought and shared commitment to build a paradigmatic shift in medicine and health care. A Third 
Geneva Conference is widely anticipated as the next landmark in this unfolding process with the emerging 
International Network for Person-centered Medicine as the collaborative and flexible structure to coordinate and 
move forward our vision and programmatic efforts. 
 
 
 
 
 


